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Cover photoj At a barbecue shortly before 
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Skylarking, skriaijc-ing, n. Gambols in the 
rigging of a ship; frolicking of any kind. 

Frolic, fro'lik, a. Joyous; merry; frisky; 
poetic, —n. A merry prank; merry-making. 
—ri. To play merry pranks; to gambol. 

’’SKYLARKING” is sort of a dying expression, 

I haven’t heard anyone use it for ages. My 
dad used to say it to me if I’d been mucking 
about dovm in the fields or whatever." 

Andy Partridge. 

By the time this (very late-sorry!) issue 
reaches all of you, the much awaited new 
XTC album will be, or should be soon, in 
your favourite record shop. We believe the 
release date is now October 2? 

The single "Grass”/”Dear God” (VS 882) 
was released in Britain on August 26th, 
and according to Dave, "it is encounter¬ 
ing problems with airplay due to the 
dubious nature of the lyrics” but, none- 
the-less has stormed into the charts at 
number 100! 

Andy wasn’t really in favour of releasing 
a 12” as he didn’t think there was enough 
"value for money"j Grass is exactly the 
same track as appears on the album. How¬ 
ever it has been released including thf* 
extra track "Extrovert”. (VS 882 12) 

Andy has been very busy doing interviews 
with most of the music papers in England 
and Europe just recently. He and Marianne 
took a short holiday in Copenhagen as 
well, but before they went a video was 
made for "Grass", which has already been 
seen on a couple of early morning tv shows 
in Britain. Dave comments: "It was shot on 
Wimbledon Common, South London, and it 
rained all day, so all the nice sunny 
grassy shots had to be filmed under canvas 
and artificially lit. Bearing that in mind, 
it worked quite well (as videos go). Andy 
and Colin are the principal stars, yours 
truly appearing for about five seconds. 

The other 15 hours, 59 minutes and 55 
seconds were spent sitting in my car, try¬ 
ing to keep dry. Showbiz, who needs it?” 

"Grass” will also be the first N. American 
single so hopefully we'll all get the 
chance to see the video. The expected re¬ 
lease date is set for Oct. 20 in Canada. 

The next U.K. single is to be "Meeting 
Place" backed by "The Man who Sailed 
Around his Soul". Andy comments on these 
two tracks..."Meeting Place" has the sadly 
defunct Swindon Railway Works hooter on 
the intro, so anyone living in Swindon who 
plays the album will recognize that; and 
"The Man who Sailed" initially was a folk 
thing with acoustic guitar interweaving, 
but Todd wrote a brass arrangement for it. 

It has since come out as a cross between 
Bobby Darin’s ’Mack the Knife’ and Lena 
Horne’s ’Fever’! It’s sort of a big band 
number." 


It’s believed that the 12" single will 
feature some hitherto unheard demos of 
Andy and Colin’s, though it’s not known 
at this time which songs will be included. 
An added bonus for collectors is the fact 
tnat it may be released as a limited edit¬ 
ion clear vinyl disc. 
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GRASSY DESIGNS 

Andy: ’’What I originally did was sit down 
and planned a lot of I suppose they were 
"typical Andy-designed" bags, and then I 
thought well maybe this is just what’s ex¬ 
pected so I don’t think I’ll go for that, 
and what I tried to do was design the sin¬ 
gles bag and album bag so that they all 
have a similar look, so you can tell 
they’re all from the same source. On the 
bag of "Grass" there is a close-up of the 
nape of a girl’s neck with a daisy chain. 

What we’re going for on the album sleeve 
is photographs of parts of the human an¬ 
atomy, male and female, done by the chap 
who did Big Express, he’s pretty good on 
close-up work. But I Have a feeling we 
might run into trouble with it. Virgin 
might put the mockers on it. The idea is 
a double front and back, one side hopefully 
will be a very close-up of the female re¬ 
productive organs with meadow flowers, & 
daisy chains intertwined a la Lady Chatt- 
erley’s Lover. I thought it was quite a 
nice image, kind of summery, cause most of 
the songs are sort of about male & female 
personal things. So on the other side are 
male organs, again with the meadow flowers 
and daisy chains intertwined, but I think 
we might have to fight for this. 

Also I want to look into the pattern on a 
skylark’s egg, possibly to use on the Ip 
sleeve in some way. 


1 







Utopia Sotind. 


SESSIONS WITH TODD/UTOPIA SOUND 


"Generally the album goes from light into 
dark, and this was Todd's idea of how to 
group the songs together".Andy. 

The running order of the songs selected 
for Skylarking were put together by Todd 
even before recording began. Andy explains- 
"That's very strange, we started recording 
track one on day one, it was very unusual. 


very odd...,very "Todd". We usually start 
off with something that we feel is not 
such a good tune, a sort of warm-up and it 
doesn't really matter if we mess up; but 
it was very strange to be completely 
thrown in at the deep end auid actually 
playing them in the order he had decided 
they were going to be on the album. We were 
very much on the receiving end of a sort of 
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•’concept" this time around. The songs run ends around a muggy day until it turns into 
together like morning into afternoon into night, and then hopefully you get a promise 
night, or Spring into Autumn into Winter. of a new morning the next day." 

His idea was to group the songs together . 

so that they had a continuity. Side one is This Ip could have been one of several 
mostly Spring and Summer, or morning into atmospheres because we wrote nearly three 
afternoon, first half of life; quite the worth of material. I don't know what's 

brighter side. Side two starts to get a going to happen to the other stuff because 

little darker." didn't actually record much over this 

time. Todd refused to record any songs with 

"It has that Summer countryside feel to it. any political slant or overtones so there 
The feel of the whole album is very summery, was about half a dozen songs we never got 
the only way I can describe it is like a to do in that vein alone, such as Terrorism; 
summer day that starts out promising, gets and there was one track that was half- 
quite hot, then starts raining and gradually heartedly started that I really wanted to 
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finish this time, which we didn’t even 
finish for the last album, and that is 
"The Troubles" a song about Northern Ire¬ 
land. I really wanted to do it and we 
started it and again it never got finished 
so it was frustrating. 


"It started out with quite a lot of promise 
but there was a slight cloud over the whole 
thing, such as hearing that Todd wanted to 
do set tracks in a certain order but we 
went over very optimistic. Then a rot 
started to set in when we got there; we 
thought the studio was sort of down-beat, 
mechanically and electronically not quite 
what we’re used to, so that was amother 
little chip away from the foundation. Todd 
was nearly a week late in starting so we 
were there settling in and getting kind of 
bored because there’s absolutely nothing to 
do up there. Then we started, as I said, on 
track one, side one and it kind of went 
downhill especially as my personality and 
his were constantly at odds with each other." 


Strange bedfellows I Utopia 6/86 


Dave gives his point of view: "It’s true 
that the sessions were not the happiest we’ve 
endured. Colin and I were less affected as 
we had approached the project prepared to 
hand over all production responsibility 
100% to Todd on this occasion. Andy, on 
the other hand, was unable/unwilling to do 
that. He and Todd are chalk and cheese as 
personalities so inevitably there was some 
friction." 

Andy continues: "A lot of the technology 
up there was sort of early 70*s. We also 
found his engineering...! don’t want to be 
too down on him, but to be truthful, to be 
rather shoddy. Now I don’t mind shoddy en¬ 
gineering if we’re actually capturing some¬ 
thing that is spontaneous and must be got 
down quickly onto tape, but we weren’t 
capturing spontaneous things; we were cap¬ 
turing things that were quite well worked 
out. As we started recording the album, I 
thought ’my goodness the quality of eng¬ 
ineering is not what I was led to believe, 
not what we’re paying for and not what 
we’ve been actually used to over the past 
years.’Everything seemed to be going wrong, 
the atmosphere was getting worse and worse 
each day with disagreements and I found 
his sarcasm very difficult to get on with. 

It got pretty low and I told him one day 
’Look it’s not really happening, and if 
it doesn’t get much better over the next 
week. I’ll just jump on the first plane 
and go home.’ He seemed to brighten up 
over the next couple of days amd by that 
time we’d gone to San Francisco to work 
with Prairie Prince who is a fantastic 
drummer and a hell of a nice bloke. 

Things were more ’up’ in San Francisco 
because we were working with Prairie, 
and getting contributions from other 
session players, string players, brass 
arrangements worked out by Dave or Todd. 
Andy strums, Dave hums 4/86 So things were pretty up, but then we 
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got back to the east coast and all of a 
sudden we were locked in this boiler 
with Todd again. He started mixing and 
I suppose we were, in his eyes, inter¬ 
fering, but in our eyes we were just 
being part of what we always are part 
of. The only way for it to carry on was 
for us to come home, so I just hope this 
hasn't had a bad effect on the music, I 
hope the music has risen above this be¬ 
cause I know that some of the songs are 
our better songs, especially Colin's* 
his lyrics are very good,and melodically 
I think they're his best tunes. I thought 
it was a very expensive kind of experience 
for what we actually got, so that was an¬ 
other cloud over our heads because we ok¬ 
ayed all this money to come through. I 
just hope the music is going to sail ab¬ 
ove this* we've never given anyone this 
much control before, it was sort of im¬ 
parted to him by the record companies. 
Virgin and Geffen, so his amount of 
control on the record is very obvious. 

A lot of the general overall atmosphere 
is his insistence, the tracks he picked. 


the order in which they happened, the 
way in which he wanted to treat them* 
it's heavily his personality, which is 
interesting, I don't say it's entirely 
bad, it's just an interesting angle for 
us to go off on. The record companies 
think that an American producer will 
somehow be like a magic cheumn and guar¬ 
antee us sales in America which I think 
is crazy, because if anything it's still 
an English sounding record, and I'm sort 
of pessimistic about that side of it. I 
just want to make a record that I'm hap¬ 
py with. 

I hope the "differentness** gets 
over. For me my personal disappointment 
doesn't actCiiilly matter, it's the music 
that matters and if the music is well rec¬ 
eived, the music is king as far as I'm 
concerned and I will bow down to it. I'd 
be glad for people to listen for any reason, 
whether they like to see Todd Rundgren's 
name on it or the artwork, or the titles 
written on the back.sleeve or whatever. Any 
reason for people to listen and I know that 
a large proportion of the ones who do bother 
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to listen for the first time won’t be dis¬ 
appointed « but you can’t go out and tell 
this to everyone, knock on every door and 
say please listen to my record cause I 
think you’ll quite like it! 

THIS ’N THAT 


As GRASS is such a 'summery* song, the 
single was rush released, and Andy says 
the cutting took a lot of working. He be¬ 
lieves the cutter was a bit annoyed at the 
format in which Todd had sent it over in. 
Perhaps this explains the inner groove 
scratchings. ... the ?** reads "Hayside" (on 
the A-side} and •‘Dear Todd" on the flipside. 
The 12" A-side includes the message "Cut 
with a mower at the Townhouse", while the 
B-side simply states "No comment". 

We've just heard from Virgin Canada that 
the 4 tracks to be included on "Meeting 
Place" 12" are Terrorism, Let's Make a Den, 
Find the Fox and The Troubles (will soon 
all be over;. 

Although the film Playing for Keeps has 
just been released in North America, the 
Andy produced China Crisis track "Best 
Kept Secret" was not included on the movie 
soundtrack as originally planned. Virgin 
withdrew their involvement with the film, 
and the soundtrack is now on Atlantic Rec¬ 
ords. 

Speaking of films, Andy was approached to 
do some work on the soundtrack for "Ferris 
Bueller's Day Off" but had to decline due 
to the recording schedule of SKYLARKING. 


Handling drumming duties on 
SKYLARKING is Prairie Prince, 
ex-drummer of The Tubes. 




WttAT!s WRONa WITH AND/f 


Gerry Eng 
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Last overdub of all - Colin attenpts to 
build an aural bonfire. Utopia 6/86 
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Mark Fisher was in Edinburgh this past 
summer and tells us that included in the 
Commonwealth Arts Festival was an Austra¬ 
lian production called "Secrets" by a 
group called Handspan. He described it as 
a fascinating and very inventive visual/ 
puppet/mime performance with a continuous 
backing tape. What made it all the more 
wonderful was it’s use of two tracks from 
TAKE AWAY, along with other bits & pieces 
from the likes of Talking Heads, OMD, The 
Residents etc. XTC do crop up in the most 
unexpected of places! 

Mark also reports that there has been a 
mention in July's Record Collector magazine 
of a pseudonymous XTC single by "The Spys" 
from 1979* The A-side was Cliff Richard's 
"Young Ones" backed by "Heavy Scene" cred¬ 
ited to Bunsen/Burner. He's trying to dig 
up more details regarding this and will no 
doubt report his findings ip the next 
Limelight issue! 

A number of you have written to say that 
you've had no reply to your enquiries to 
the Japanese XTC fan club. Our letters 
to them have gone unanswered as well so 
it was presumed that the operation had 
closed down. However, we've heard that it 
still exists, so as soon as more details 
are known, perhaps"a new address etc., we 
will let you know what is happening. 

There is another XTC publication in the 
works, this one will be put together by 
Christophe Depreitere and fellow XTC fans 
in France. The fanzine will be called 
L.U.M.I.fi.R.E. (which means Ligue Unifie 
des Militants Integres pour 1'Extension 
et le Rayonnement de I'Extase)...(hope we 
got that right, Christophe!) The fanzine 
will be subtitled "Only trousers problems" 
which apparently is an Andy Partridge ex¬ 
pression meaning trifles, little unimport¬ 
ant problems! For further information on 
the XTC French Pan Club, please write to 
Christophe Depreitere, 735 rue Danton 
entree Cl, 92500 RUEIL-MALMAISON, FRANCE. 

Christophe conducted a very interesting 
interview with Andy and Dave in August '§5 
and we hope to reprint excerpts of their 
conversation in our next issue. Rolo of 
The Woodentops was also interviewed by 
Christophe when the band played in Paris 
last February 28th. Christophe reports 
that Holo was a really nice fellow and 
The Woodentops put on a great show. 

GEMINI. LEO, VIRGO AND SCORPIO 

Belated birthday wishes to Colin and Dave, 
who celebrated on August 17 and Sept. 21. 

It will also be Andy's turn to blow out 
the candles on November 11th. 

Holly Victoria Partridge celebrated her 
first birthday on June 9th, with a party 
featuring films of her current favourite 
puppet character...“Sooty"! 

X-WIRES 

Enclosed in this issue is a fantastic XTC 
crossword puzzle compiled and sent to us 
by Brad Nelson (thanks again Brad!) As well 
as testing your XTC knowledge while having 
fun, we invite you to send us your comple¬ 
ted puzzle. We'll print the names of those 
who successfully completed the crossword, 
and (if we can come up with a suitable 
prize or prizes to give away) we'll also 
have a draw from all entries received. *7 
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Recognise the guitar? According to Dave, 
"Probably the most famous electric guitar 
in the world, it first belonged to Eric 
Clapton in I967-I968, and he used it on 
tour with Cream, and in the studio for much 
of their Disraeli Gears album. It featured 
on the live "Wheels of Fire" album, includ¬ 
ing the famous "Crossroads’* solo, a land¬ 
mark for many guitar players, and consid¬ 
ered by some to be Clapton’s best solo. 

Andy described the guitar as ’being like 
discovering Shakespear’s pen!’ - and I can 
tell you Lord Cornelius nearly had a seiz¬ 
ure when he first saw it! He recovered suf¬ 
ficiently for this photo to be taiken (by 
Andy), and was lucky enough to use it for 
the solo in "Really Super, Supergirl" 6/86 



Dave*8 latest flame - a 1953 Gibson Les 
Paul that he picked, up in San Francisco and 
used on much of the album. They don't knowi 
who did the painting on the wall, but it was 
there when they arrived and seemed vaguely 
appropriate. Lake Hill 6/86 
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The dog's name is Kichael Jackson. 
Note specially imported (ffom 
Swindon; sauce bottles. 

In kitchen of guest house 6/86 














Prairie Prince, trying hard not to look 
like Robert Mitchun, and Andy on the roof 
of the Sound Hole studio building. 5/86 


Todd & Andy cocking an ear as the strii 
players rehearse at the Sound Hole. 5A 







Colin has a quick burst on Davo*s Fitrat. 
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Compliments of Brad Nelson, Pacific Creative Advertising 


ACROSS 

2_GLAND 

4 HE_TW_VE 
6 1st word of song that’s “decked 
out in blue, white & red” 

9 ‘hot’ live EP song 

12 Record co. not ‘untouched’ 
by XTC 

13 Verb done to 5 down 

17 3/4 of Great Fire EP song 

18 DNAB E_AD 

105579-B or VSY606-B 

_H AWAY 

_LOOK 

Your Gold Dress possibly 
really made of this 
No. of thugs in house (Spanish) 
Anklunger on Yacht-all mixed up 

_who made the grade 

Hail mother motor, hail piston 
rotor 

Precedes Paper & Iron 

_UOY TAHW OD 

Swan quantity 
Era, i.e. atom 
First two letters of 
HSS #3 - backwards 
Sudden first two words 
This Senseable fretless bassist 
is all mixed up 

_Circus 

XTC album monogram 
First word sung on “Set Myself 
on Fire” - backwards 
Reason she thinks this is 1967 
Useless to travel here 

_ weapon 

_ _ Explodes 

He’s dynamite - initials 
Mr. Partridge’s gun ambition 
The wish I had 
Collapsible, musical, and 
unstoppable one’s monogram 
Has told more fables than 
29 across 

EATAVE - (there’s something 
missing in the middle - & front) 
Celebrates w/wind 
_AMWO_S 

Worked part-time in a store 

_they Pulled the 

N. Pole Down 


DOWN 

1 Record co. 

2 Another record co. 

3 Senses -i- 4 

4 Eighth & ninth letters of 
“sleepwalker” song title 

5 Another name for shake up 
animal 

6 First word of song about 
privacy invasion 

7 Ist 3 letters from a Colonel song 

8 When you do it, it ain’t no 
disgrace 

9 _ER (oxidized iron) HoO 

10 _ _ LOW ON SOUL COAL 

11 Snowman’s possible abode 

14 Living starts here 

15 Follows it’s Nearly Africa 

16 Mixes well with punch 

18 Is licking her lips 

19 Graham & Friends 

21 First 6 letters on reverse of 
20 across 

22 Plural of 22 across (well, give 
me a break on this) 

23 27 across (English) 

24 15 down 


25 Do what he do and you’ve 
got his monogram 

26 You look out across this land - 
all mixed up 

28 Last first side of black (abbrev.) 

30 A type of naut 

34 Nice land to view w/telescope 

37 Black into gold 

38 Last 5/6 of XTC USA CO. 

40 _DY 

41 _BIRD 

43 27 across in a mirror 

45 Got Graham in trouble - 
backwards 

46 XTC is one 

49 Wants the castle from the rascals 

51_Bugged 

53 Who’s Gold Dress? 

56 Blue sky goes Sheffield_ 

57 Treated woman like a poor cow 

58 Produced Black Sea - 
backward initials 

59 It’s whirling 

61 Don’t let them make you 
see. .._ 

64 First song of this series (abbrev.) 

65 Reverse 4 down 










Andy & 'vibe sheets' showing details of as 
yet unfinished tracks. When another overdub 
was completed, the command "Go to the mir¬ 
ror, boy!" was heard and the musician con¬ 
cerned sent with a felt-tipped pen to the 
appropriate sheet in order to strike off 
his finished part. San Fratncisco 5/86 


Andy draws a cartoon for Rex, Todd’s five 
year old son. San Rrancisco 5/86 
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CONFESSIONS OF AN XTC ADDICT 


Part 2: Subsequent Fixes 

As you will recall -from last issue, yours 
truly had discovered that so very vital 
piece D-f in-formation necessary to obtain¬ 
ing an XTC record i.e. the name o-f the 
band ! 

Armed with this in-fo, I stormed the major 
record stores in my town in search of an 
XTC record. As I had -fully expected, my 
requests -for XTC were greeted with blank 
stares and con-fused "what-the-hell-are- 
you-talking-about?" expressions. I guess 
you could say that I came, I saw, I in¬ 
quired. ..and I was laughed out of the 
record storel However, being the per¬ 
sistent person that I am, I did not give 
up. I finally found “Drums and Wires" 
for *4.99 in a five-and-dime store, of 
all places! I quickly put my cash on the 
counter, grabbed the Ip and raced home to 
my turntable to give it a listen. 

My first thought after listening to it 
was, “Damn! It doesn’t have the song on 
it where they go nuts in the grocery 
store." My second thought was, "This is 
truly brilliant, stunningly wonderful pop 
music that should be appreciated by all 
of mankind (Okay, maybe not in quite 
those words at the time...>." And, being 
a teenage girl back then, my final 
thought (after studying the enclosed lyric 
sheet with full colour picture) was,"Hot 
damn! That guy in the background with his 
hands clasped praying for the elevator to 
arrive is gorgeous!" 

In short, I was hooked. 

Louise Ward 


Next Issue: Why I will never forgive my 
cousin for getting married on Feb 23, 80 
and other stories of childhood woe. 















That’s XTC 


who've written a 
single about 
: wanton bonking, 
j'l recorded an LP in 
Woodstock and 
feel like fossils’. 
Andy Paatridge 
(aka Anintal Jesus) 
tells Lesley 
OToole that 


Donny Osmond 
caps are coming 
. back in a big way. 
’f] Hmmmmm... 


Afternoon’ crossed with “Something In 
The Air” by Thunderclap Newman." 

As if this debghtful tale of wanton 
bonking in the grass wasn't enough, 

XTC had the gall to record their new 
album in hippytown itself, Woodstock. 

"Ifs actually just an American tourist 
town full of scented ccndle shops and 
places selling stained glass windows 
to hang in tlw back of station 
wagons," explains Andy. 

The “pretty damn summery" result 
of their sojourn won’t now see the 
light of day until autumn, owmg to 
major hold-ups. 

*Tne mock-up album sleeve was 
considered coo controversial’’ Andy 
reveals. “It was pubic hair with 
flowers woven in, like in ’Lady 
Cnatterley’s Lover’. I thought it was 
very tasteful. We thought we’d be fair 
and have male pubic hair on one side 
and female on the other. It actually 
became known at Virgin as the “Dick 
and Fanny sleeve'. 

“Apparently you can say “never 
mind the bollocks, ttts, arses' et cetera 
but you can’t show a pube. I thought it 
was quite pre-Raphaelite and very 
genteel It’s the new McCarthyism 
setting in. Everyone’s gone dead 
Quaker." 

Don't you feel a bit of an old relic? 
Myriads must have given up XTC for 
dead. “We probably are, musically," 
he agrees. “Tfes, I feel like a complete 
fossil. We never had that much to do 
with the pop world and, as time vrent 
on, we got further and further away 
from it. We’re 20.000 light years away. 
It certainly keeps you away from all 
this fame nonsense.” 

Would you recommend a week of 
sampling fame? “Oh no. Fame is 
horrible. Cash is great but fame is 
horrendous, take it from me. Fame is 
Swedish people turning up at 11 at 
night with rucksacks, wanting to sleep 
on your floor. Fame is Australians 
ringing you up at four in the morning 
smging the intro of your favourite song 
down the phone. 

“The trouble is, you can never have 
fame in your possession: it’s nist 
something foisted upon you. Fame 
came knocking and I said, ‘clear ofi 
he lives next door*." 


For yean, XTC have been afilicted 
by a terrble condition — uncoolness. 
Just ask the Woodentops. 

“I produced two of their singles. 

They thought XTC were so uncool that 
they didn't want my name on their 
sleeve. It was a bit of an insuh, but 
there you go. 

•?^e were sitting in a pub one day, 
me feeling a bit of a leper. This dog 
prostrated itself in front of me and I 
said something like Tm a sort of 
Animal Jesus’. They decided that 
would have to be my name." 

Unoool dude that he is, Andy 
Partridge doesn’t make a habit of 
attending gigs. Not even Prince gigs? 
“No, but 1 did buy “Around The World 
In A Day*. I was drunk and at 
Paddington station and I thought “Oh, 
that looks fun’. As you do when you’re 
drunk. Then you sober up and think 
•Why the r *k flaming Henry did I buy 
thatr. 

“I quite like purple though. Fd Uke 
to wear it if I had the guts. I think 
Donny Osmond caps are gomg to 
come back in a big way. And things 
with enormous white stitchmg. The 
sort of stuff that’s just sweepmg 
through Hungary and Poland. 

"But where’s the Smokey revival? 
Where are they now when we need 
them? I never actually liked the 
Osmonds. I preferred Gary Glitter and 
the Oitter Band, they were 
monstrously wonderful" 

And rounding off at a tangent or 
two... “The big dilemma was whether 
or not to scream when I went to see 
“A Hard Day’s Night' at the age of 11. 
At that stage, you're half-man, half-girl 
but I veered on the side of common 
sense and pulled my balaclava up 
firmly. 

"As a kid, I used to live in fear of 
opening my eyes dunng prayers. I 
thought if 1 did, a bolt of lightning 
would blow my head off. One day, I 
looked along the row and saw 
everyone sweating thinkmg, ‘If I open 
my eyes...’. It was like havmg to beat 
the toUet flush to the bonom of the 
stairs. If I didn’t do that. I thought 
some nameless dread would happen. 
“Elio. Fm from the Nameless 
Dreads.. 


THE UNCOOLEST 
j BAND IN 
THE WORLD 


I'm willing to wager that, deep down, 
everyone has a tiling lor at least one 
XTC song. My ‘thing’ dates back to 
1979 and one of those interminable 
teenage crushes. The gangly youth in 
question was called (horror of horrors) 
Nigel The perfect soundtrack was 
xfCs ‘Making Plans For Nigel’. 

“Tfep, everyone knew a Nigel in 
1979," smirks Andy Partridge, a genial, 
garrulous sort who moves swiftly 
between entirely unrelated topics. 

On meting out the new smgle 
^ ‘Grass’ to deserving ears, XTC must 
• have cheated a response or five of 
^ “.What are they on?’. 

I “Tes," Andy says, “we were a bit 
5 concerned that people might get the 
? wrong idea. We are on grass but it’s 
o the green stuff, not the brown stuff. 
lU “And Colin is singing really low for 
^ the first time. I lent him some Syd 
Barrett albums and I think it really 
L affected him. Fd better not lend hur. 

V any Petula Clark. It’s a sort cf bastard 

X son of “Grooving On A Sunny 







work, is in many ways the 
popular new^wave band’s best 
album (at least since Drums 
And Wires)f their Sgt. Pep- 
pePs, if you will. That com¬ 
parison is inevitable, as XTC 
always displayed an affinity 
for the latter-day Beatfes’ 
style. But early Pink Floyd 
would be another apparent 
reference, and if the title 
track doesn’t play off the 
Electric Prunes’ “I Had Too 
Much To Dream,” well . . . 
let’s just say it was influenced 
by it. 

The Dukes use all the tricks'* 
in the paisley book: things are 
layered on top of each other § 
here until there’s little space 
left, the percussKMQ reverber- ^ 
ates into the sides of your ^ 
head, the bass bounces and § 
booms, and the synths, gui- Jq 
tars and drums play circle £ 
games around each other. 
“The Mole From The Min- ^ 
istry” is the Dukes* “I Am ^ 
The Walrus” and the jacket is p 
the best takeoff on DisrueU q 
Gears anyone’s likely to see. ^ 
More! 

JeffTamarkin 


▼lf9in(WOWl)(U.K. 

Import) 

Leave it to the Brits to take 
the new psychedelia and carry 
the ball with it. Dr, put it this 
way: if there wasn’t truly a 
psychedelic revival before, 
there is now. 

The Dukes Of Stratos- 
phear: the name might not 
sound familiar but if the band 
does, there’s good reason. 
Forget that they’re called Sir 
John Johns, the Red Curtain*. 
Lord Cornelius Plum and 
E.I.E.L Owen on the credits. 
These ^ys are better known * 
asXTC. 

What’s strange, though, is 
that 25 O'clock, while totally 
removed from XTC’s other 



KhI fact—that XTC, those usually-three-but- 
Q sometimes-four guys from Swindon (G.B.), 


gjP are small "g" Gods! Ok, ok, there are a 
.H few of you out there (most notably the 
^ ® publisher of this here rag. Citizen Dero) 
C o who are saying, "So what else is new?" 


^ ® Doing a weekly radio thang over the years, 
(0 © I have been able to olav their album sides. 


^0^ latest non-lp B-sides, amd solo disks (Andy 

g l Partridge is the main interest here) over 
^ ^ and over, whenever I want. I*ra sure that 
ftr-H there are listeners who can*t stand it, but 


o I'm also sure that ther,e are more who need 
•pEh it. I'm just fortunate to have the means 


(a radio progreun and tons of new XTC releases) 
to prove my point time and time again. 

'2'g Now, you might ask, speaking of point, 

p 3 what is it, or, what it is. I was asked to 

write about XTC, in reference to "Reasons for 
^ Living." This concept usually applies to 
adolescents, who are prone to getting all 
n; worked up emotionally over their fave raves. 
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The older you get, the more your priorities 
are supposed to change, and the latest group, 
movie, fashion, etc., takes a backseat (if 
at all) to family, mortgage, bills, health, 
etc. These are, to people of my age group 
(ughl), the latest "reasons" in life. 

Thank God, this does not apply to me. 

You see, I'm just on the over side of 30, 
the time of supposed seriousness. Believe 
me, after being on the radio and occassionally 
working in a record store, I have witnessed 
the buying and listening habits of those my 
age (how dare I generalize), and they think 
that "The Big Chill" and John Fogerty are 
really taking a chancel I mean, the music's 
alright, but it just ain't new. My concerns 
are real (family, overhead, etc.) but I need 
escape, I need to be shaken up by really new 
music, and I need to hear everything by XTC. 

They make me feel vital. They make me think. 

They make me react. They are like good drugs. 
They make me feel like an out-of-control 16- 
year-old, trapped in this adult body. When I 
was old enough to exercize some financial 
independence (a paper route), I graduated from 
buying 45*s and purchased two albums that 
changed my life: Beatles *65 and Beach Boys 
In Concert. 0|) to that point, baseball and 
other sports ruled. It was then that I really 
let rock'n'roll into my soul. It was a long 
love affair, but like many others by the mid- 
to-late '70s, I felt the music was getting 
stale, becoming a boring business, and I was 
really just going through the motions. I kept 
trying and kept buying. In fact, I think the 
music biz owes me for all of the shit I bought. 
Maybe this was the crossroads for many people: 
they felt let-down and simply turned it off. 

Thick-head that I am, I didn't. The 
Pistols and Elvis were keeping me listening, 
and then, out of nowhere, "Are You Receiving 
Me?" I found my blood pumping faster, investi¬ 
gated this new find. Ecstasy, or, what is it? 
XTC? They've got two albums? With a new one 
(Drums and Wires) coming soon? By the time I 
heard "Making Plans for Nigel," I had the fever. 


My temperature kept rising. I was able to see 
them live seven times. I screamed my bloody 
lungs out... More, More, MORE!11 And the, all 
of a sudden, Andy could no longer take the 
rigors of touring, and the band retired from 
playing out. I was saddened, but here's where 
I make parallels with my other idols (of the 
past), Brian Wilson and the Beatles. Their 
studio outpu- just became more prolific. I 
don't know how they can make any money for 
themselves, or their record company(s), but 
mine is not to reason why. They've just released 
a psychedelic mini-lp under an assumed name> 

"The Dukes of Stratosphere," with the music 
recorded on equipment that dates back to 1967. 

To me, it has the flavor of the best of that 
era (Syd Barret's Pink Floyd combined with 
"Tomorrow Never Knows!"), but of course, you'd 
have to hear it to judge for yourself. In addi¬ 
tion, Andy has said in interviews that the next 
XTC album could be heavily influenced by songs 
like the Beach Boys' "Vegetables." The influences 
of my life are crossing all over the place! My 
blood pressure is rising just getting this piece 
together. Sure I'm crazy, but others' opinions 
on this subject just don't matter to me. I get 
turned on by anything to do with XTC, and believe 
me, without things to inspire you, or excite you, 
or turn you on, life can really suck! And that 
is why I can say that XTC are a "Reason for Living. 
I know it sounds absurd, but. A.) you weren't 
asked to write this, and B.) I couldn't think of 
a more clever summation. 


Frank O'Toole is a dj on WFMU-FM 
unpredictable show is one of the 
free-form radio. 


, His consistently 
last vestiges of 


Reasons For Living -homage to blatantly 
excessive 70 *s rock criticism features 
all your favorite underground writers 
spewing gushing paeans to their fav¬ 
orite thing, musical and otherwise. 
($1.00—74 Beach St., Jersey City, 

New Jersey, 07307* U.S.A.) 
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Singing Grass 5/86 


XTC Grass/Extrovert/Dear God 3-track 12“ EP 

Well, I’m not gonna be the one to say 
that producer Todd Rundgren has brought a 
magic touch to the latest release by 
everyone’s favorite Swindon band...but 
purely on the strength of “Grass” I must 
report that XTC seems to have a winner on 
their paws. It’s not radically different 
from previous Colin Moulding outings in 
that both pleasant melody and easy-to-handle 
rhythms (read: not herky-dash-jerky-slash- 
quirky) are intact and laying in wait for 
the big aural seduction. The lyrical sent¬ 
iments are at once reminiscently sweet, for 
who hasn’t spent at least one afternoon in 
a meadow or on a hillside as a hormonal 
teen reaching out for a member of the opp¬ 
osite sex ("Over and over we flatten the 
clover"); they are also just naughty enough 
to prompt a throaty giggle or a knowing 
snicker as one indeed remembers the specific 
memory-details.(As an aside I might point 
out that here in North Carolina we are in 
the midst of a wave of regressive fundamen¬ 
talist censorship and the song’s lyrics 
are precisely the kind that right-winger 
book-burners love to take out of context 
and quote as "immoral" and "prurient". I 
can see it now: "She didn’t want to be 
alone/l will pounce on you...You are help¬ 
less now" is cited as "depraved, violent 
sexual imagery"; "It would shock you too 
the things we used to do on grass" becomes 
a confession to drug-induced madness. XTC 
BANNED IN N.C. RECORD CHAIN SHOCK HORROR!: 
I’m not kidding.) Anyway, Mr. Rundgren 
hasn’t altered the band’s sound, but he 
has helped achieve a kind of pared-down 
sound that focuses on the song’s strengths 
without unnecessary or overblown sonic 
dabbling. The birds chirping sind crickets 
cricketing are the only odd sounds and 
they fit in nicely, reinforcing the lazy, 
beneath-the-clouds feel. A synth line runs 
throughout the tune as well but it serves 
as a melodic device, kinda like a string 
section, rather than a density addition. In 
fact, the whole tune speaks of open spaces 
and happy times. Young love, evaporating 
innocence, awakening sensibilities. The 
vaguely oriental melody lends a somewnat 
exotic atmosphere as well; perhaps a movie 
theme is in the making? And in the final 
estimation, I suspect the song’s strength 
lies in that irresistable melody, one long 
series of hooks; instruments and voices all 
follow the same line, frequently quoting one 
another in an almost call-and-response eff¬ 
ect and having the net result of planting 
the tune firmly and permanently in your 
mind, destined to reverberate about your 
head for days. Don’t miss the long fadeout 
at the end, w/birdies. It’s the best after¬ 
glow I’ve had in years. 

But hey, there are two Andy Partridge 
tunes on the flip. "Extrovert" is one of 
his usual ranting marches, a virtual XTC 
trademark by now, and anyone who has ever 
felt "like someone else" or like "the 
lion’s roar" can appreciate his exhuber- 
ance. Your headpan pops the eject button 
and a brass band comes blaring out in full 
regalia; the tune reminded me of either a 
Zippy The Pinhead comic strip or that pos¬ 
ter for the movie "Brazil" with the guy’s 
head. Yow! 
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"Dear God" rounds out the disc. Simple 
acoustic chords and a child’s vocal handle 
the first verse before Partridge 
band chime in; the track is pure Beatles, 
from the chamber music orchestration to 
the progression of verse **layers to the 
Lennonesque lyrics. (As a ^ 

actually find the words to be both 
and probing--"Did you m^e ^P^nkind after 
we made you/And the 

out even amidst the singer s lamenting 
of the Lord’s various "shortcomings and 
I think Lennon would agree with 
Musically the coolest parts are the ru 
bery twangy guitar and Andy’s 
vocal-croon; the strings ^^^e oddly sooth¬ 
ing too. Welcome back, lads. Your stren¬ 
gths are our joys, your pleasures our 

ecstacy. ^ 

-Fred Mills. 



letters 


The Little Express 
Box 1072 
Barrie, Ontario 
L4M 5E1 Canada 

thIn^°it’rLued"Lfltft?nfRoorRecords) 

60 ^piL o^each of the Flexi^P flexis 

in ballpoint pen - the "con- 

mt^fca^s!’'putch"|TC°reoords^e^im^rted 

^o^^D^rch'^^d’-German- pressings by 
mail, you will end til 

^our^lol? Goes Sown" b/w "Ten Feet ^11". 
^Thfs record was 

a^tn HoUanS wi^rl completely different 
niftv^ PS. The Dutch pressing of 

“iSfi » f "■'S'VSSiS*! ™ 
S. r«S”S"*4S. 1- 

Holland. Please drop me a line at the 

address below if ^wallis 

Tim Davenport, P.O. Box 614, Corvallis, 

OR. 97339 U.S.A. 
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My accolades to XTC for one facet of its 
music often overlooked: the level of mus¬ 
icianship. The variety of guitar sounds 
they've employed is terrific. You'll never 
find a more solid yet colourful rhythm 
guitarist than Andy Partridge. Dave Greg¬ 
ory's abilities are obvious upon listening. 
I've often seen the other members acknow¬ 
ledging their appreciation in these pages. 
Colin Moulding's thoughtful bass lines 
rival those of another master - Paul Mc¬ 
Cartney in the days before insanity took 
him. Buy Colin a Chapman Stick for Chris¬ 
tmas this year and watch him really fly. 

One listen to "Mantis on Parole" confirms 
the talents of the three. Their versatil¬ 
ity is also commendable. Peter Phipps and 
the departed Terry Chambers could both 
earn a living conducting drum clinics. 
Having spent time in a band with one 
Robert Pripp, even Barry Andrews must've 
been doing something right. Finally, along 
with great songs and musicisinship, there's 
a third element that makes XTC so appeal¬ 
ing: the arrangements. Sparkling. 

Jeff Weaver, Fredericton, N.B. Canada. 



Hello I I thought you might be interested 
in this XTC section from a recent record 
catalogue. Notice anything strange? 

Tanya Boerhave, Clear Lake, Iowa. 


Dear Little Express, 

The last thing I can remember is opening 
an envelope to find a pink bloated Andy 
gazing at me through his total harmonic 
distortion (Three d) haircut emitting a 
certain air of wisdom from his pipe.... 
Twenty tiny chromosomes of songs on the 
reverse...Perhaps Virgin will release 
them all on a triple album..and perhaps 
not. But the New York City streets are 
vibrant with springtime strains of tech¬ 
nopop slicing conic sections of the 
brains of the passers-by. Little do the 
sprawled urbanites realize that backing 
vocals on "Bike Ride to the Moon" consist 
of a tape-accelerated vocal track. My 
desire to burst out laughing and the nec¬ 
essity to maintain control on the city 
streets causes a grimace to appear on my 
erstwhile face. Meanwhile my neighbors in 
the Bronx must be having recurring dreams 
of wonderlands and nightmares of compli¬ 
cated games. I could have sworn I saw my 
superintendent meccanic dancing the other 
day. And in the Soviet Union, someone is 
playing The Big Express - I know of at 
least one copy in circulation there. 
Periodical of the month is decidedly "The 
Swindon Review", a short-running 1940's 
magazine consisting of original local 
works of art, literature, and photographs 
No real foreshadowings here, but some 
characteristic salty sea talk. Also with 
pictures of the chalk horse and other 
local scenery around Wiltshire. Go to the 
I4th floor of the Butler Library at Col¬ 
umbia university and have a look for your¬ 
self. They even make the uncomplimentary 
suggestion that the etymological origin 
of the word "Swindon" is derived from 
"swine". Nobody's perfect. Time to return 
to the mental and physical encroachment 
of NYC. I'd rather be in Learning Land. 
Hoping yours are tunes of good. 

Jeff Rosedale, Bronx, NY. 



XTC 


—Wonderkmd/Jump UK 7" $1.25 

ft CholrVHeciven It Paved With Broken Glos^^Punch 8t Judy UK 12" $5.00 

^ Wake Up/Take This TowrVManttt On Parole Homo Safori Series #4/Making Plans For 
NIgei/Sgt. Rock. Is Going To Help Me/Senses Working Over Time 
- The Big Express" UMfTED EDITION ROUND COVER Woke Up/Alt You Pretty Gtria/ 

Shake Your Donkey/SeoguMs Screaming/ Kiss Her/This World Over/The Everday 

Story of SmaillowrVI Bought Mysett A Lizord Reign Of Blows/You’re The Wish I 

Had/1 Remember The Sur^/Troin Running Low On Soul Coal UK LP $7.25 
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I await with trembling ears the next won¬ 
derful installment in the recording ad¬ 
ventures of the chaps we have come to know 
as X, T & C. I also want to wish good for¬ 
tune* to XTC fans everywhere, especially 
Sandra in Letchworth. ^ 

Mike Nichols, San Diego, California. 


Hi there: Enclosed are some paper clippings 
you'll find a bit interesting. It seems a 
van conversion outfit from Vancouver is the 
latest to use those three letters, X,T & u. 

I wonder if they include XTC cassettes with 
decks ?hey install? If 
get a chance to see the movie Scanners , 
watch for the part where the good guys in 
their shot-up van go flying 

front window of a record store. As the 
survivors climb out of ^ 

full view on the fair wall is ^ XTC Dri™ 

& Wires promo poster: You can f 
I was flipping through a book called me 
1986 Rock Yearbook" ^whlch deals with 1985 
in music) and XTC was mentioned as a 
“great unknown talent of our 
was also a section of the year e 
nnotes and Andy said something to xne eii 
^ct ol wmparing XTC's career to -running 
around the edge of the pitch yiith o\^ 
trousers down"...The last i®®ue of the 
Little Express was great, especially tne 
two new articles of XTC evaluating f^d ex¬ 
plaining some songs and the confessions of 
In addict. I wonder what other band gives 
SO much informative data to their fans be¬ 
sides XTC? I*m mu(^ more interested in 
played what on a song than what bandmembers 
favorite colors are etc. The confessions 
article should become a forum for fans to 
write in and tell how they “discovered 
XTC. Maybe two or three contributions 
could be fit in to each issue. I 11 c® 
happy to send in the strange way in 
I beLme an addict! Hopefully it 
20 weeks to record the new album. 
could be another double - I have a feeling 
it’s gonna be great though! ^ ^ n 

John Greaves, Clearbrook, B. 0. 





I BRAND NEW '85 

DODGE 

B250/XTC 

CONVERSION 

Completely equipped 
with many extras 

I NO REASONABLE 
OFFER REFUSED 


van Converstons j 

Buy The Best By XTC I 

467-1508 


1985 XTC CAMPER VAN 

Finished in 2 tone blue with matching in¬ 
terior. This von has a 305 V8, automatic, 
power steering, power brakes, tilt wheel, 
cruise control, plus the deluxe XTC Camper 
package which includes: 3 way fridge, pro¬ 
pane stove, furnace, sleeps 4. 

XTC comment on their fan mailt 
Andy: We actually do get a great load of 
mail, from America and Canada in particul^ 
Snd most of it's good. You do occasionally 
get a few weirdos writing. 

Dave: I’d say. considering it’s J?® 
very well with our mail cause we hardly 
get any hate mail at all. 

Andy: I’ve noticed that a lot of the mail 
has^gotten very religious lately: I don t 
know^if they’re seeing something in the 
music that none of us can see. 

Dave: They probably think we need salvation. 
Andy: Or else they’re trying to nail some 
sense into us tlaughing), but Y®?’ ®°^®.°^ 
the letters have been getting quite relig 
ious and I can’t resist a g®®'! religious 
wrestle so I tend to write back very long 
and involved letters about my thoughts on 
religion. But you get phases, it seems to 
be religious letters lately and before 
that there was a thing about political 
letters; it seems to come in 
want to know all about tracks like Melt 
the Guns" or tracks with any political 
connotations. 


txTct 

Camper Van Converatona 

467-1508 



New & Used Ven^era 4 XTC 
on display 1027 Columbia St 
New West 522-2821_ 


Andy also commented that the band enjoys 
reading the letters sent to the Little 
Express. He wondered if we get any worse 
mail and don’t print it. This isn t the 
case as the mail we receive has always 
been very positive. We’re not suggesting 
that everyone should immediately reach for 
their ’poison pen’, but Andy told us 
that he’d like to read some “awful" letters 
as well as the usual good ones. So for ^ 
those of you with latent opinions, here s 
your chance! 
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Australian XTC penpals wanted, especially 
in Sydney. I*m a 19 yr old male musician, 
also interested in many Aussie bands like 
Not Drowning, Waving, Latex Cabaret and 
The Church. Contact Anton Barbeau, 1116 
Santa Barbara Ct., Sacramento, California 
95816 U.S.A. 


PENPALS t I wish to hear from XTC fans in 
uSa, Canada, Europe & elsewhere. Peter 
Kitchen, 64 Argyle St. Darwen, Lancashire, 
BB3 lEX England. 


PENFRIEND i I need more XTC, mailpals needed 
to help fill gaps between albums. I*m 23 & 
a good letter writer. I*m heavily into music 
& have large collection. Will trade tapes 
with anyone! 1*11 even send copies of my 
lyrics to anyone interested but 1*11 warn 
you, I*m a bit weird. WHO 111, Bill Good- 
fellow, 100 Warner Rd. Fayetteville, N.Y. 
13066 U.S.A. 


PENPALS : HEY! Do you hate conformity, mat¬ 
erialism and other stupid things? Do you 
listen to Really Exciting Music like XTC, 
Gang of 4, The Cure, Big Black, Translator, 
The Minutemen, The Beatles, etc.? Then 
write me and say Hi! and hopefully a few 
other things. I*m an l8-year-old guy, but 
I'd appreciate letters from anyone. Glenn 
Smith, P.O. Box 6028, Stanford, California 
94305 U.S.A. 

I am a bass player, 20, who would like to 
form a band or communicate with other like 
minded musicians. I have played in other 
bfiinds but have trouble finding people who 
appreciate XTC. I have played for approx¬ 
imately seven years and am also influenced 
by XTC, XTC, XTC, Midnight Oil, Simple 
Minds (the earlier stuff), and vsa^ious 
others. I would love to hear from some 
open-minded people from anywhere. THANKS! 


FEUvnimDS a TAPE TRADING PALS : Join the 
ever growing Alternative Intercommunication 
Network and be united with music lovers 
this world over. For details please write* 
A.I.N., 4?8 Rideau St., Box 121, Ottawa, 
Ontario, KIN 8z4 Canada. 


TAPE PALS * Would like to trade tapes of my 
music for tapes of your music. 60 min. for 
60 min., 90 min. for 90 min. etc. Bill Ja- 
gitsch, 11516 Rocky Valley Drive, Little 
Rock, Arkansas 72212 USA. 

WANTED * Too Many Cooks by The Colonel 
VS 380 and Love at First Sight/Beatown 
(live)/etc. Can. VS 1124. David Serlini 
7824 Kismet St. Miramar, EL. 33023 USA. 


FOR SALE * I am selling my private collects 
ion of rare singles, EPs, sind compilation 
albums containing an XTC cut. There is 
only one of each of these available so 
order soon. All records are mint unless 
noted otherwise. All prices include post¬ 
age and handling. (This is a partial listi 
please write for complete details.) 
Singles* Farmboys Wages (UK) pic sleeve $5 
Wonderland/Jump (Ger.) pic sleeve $6, 8gt. 
Rock (Fr.) pic sleeve $5» Thanks for Chri¬ 
stmas (UK) pic sleeve $10. EPs* Guillotine 
10" UK no poster $10, Take Away/Lure of 
Salvage (V2145) $9* Live & More (Jap.) $10 
Comp. Ips* Cash Cows w/Respectable St.(UK 
& Can.)$8 each, Hope & Anchor, $10, Street 
Level w/ Nigel (UK) $9 ALBUMS* Drums and 
Wires U.S. $7, GO 2 (U.S.)$7. Black Sea 
U.S. $7. Printed material* Limelight # 3 
$4, XTC newsletter May *82 $3. David Glaz- 
ener, 201 E. Augusta Place, Greenville, 
S.C. 29605 U.S.A. 


Need Sgt. Rock! (Who's gonna help me?) 1*11 
buy or trade for a copy of both the poster 
sleeve and regular PS editions from the UK. 
Also need Science Friction and black vinyl 
edition of Life Begins at the Hop. Thanks! 





WANTED : **Too Many Cooks” 7” (with p/s) 
will pay 5 pounds, "Traffic Light Rock” 

7” (with p/s) will pay 5 pounds, "Miniat¬ 
ures” LP will pay 6 pounds, Any pre Nov/ 
Dec. 84 XTC newsletters/ or copies: will 
exchange for copies of many XTC articles 
old and new. Will exchange for any of the 
previously mentioned, the following (any 
offer considered): Eleven Different Ani-^ 
mals book, Guillotine 10" Ip, Go-plus 12”, 
Statue of Liberty 7" with p/s. This is Pop 
7" with p/s. Are you reeling me 7” v»'/ps, 
Life begins at the Hop 7" with p/s. Dr. & 
Medics/Woodentops 7” with p/s produced by 
Andy. Derek Siaens, 107 Eastgarth, Newbi- 
ggin Hall Estate, Newcastle upon Tyne, 

NE5 4EY England. 


XTC posters available. $8.50 each, postage 
paid. Robin Mfiurtin, RR# 1, Cheltenham, 
Ontario, LOP ICO Canada. 


WANTED : "Life begins at the Hop/Homo Safari 
VS 259” and "Love at First Sight/Beatown, 
This is Pop etc." Canadian VS 1124. Mr. M. 
J. McGee, 12 Ward St. Wynyard, Tasmania, 
7325 Australia. 

The only studio-quality, stereo, live XTC 
tape; XTC's BBC Concert; each tape fresh 
from my LP disc; "Black Sea" tour. Your 
demo, interview, live tape gets mine. Also 
have The Rhythm. David Haakenson, 1618 E. 
Gateway Circle, # 202, Fargo, N. D. 58IO3 
USA. Also seeking newsletter back issues. 

WANTED : XTC VIDEO:.*! Also, the Colonels, 
and I*^iniatures. Available : Great homemade 
music from the Mouth bandits! Cur second 
tape ”Mt Teeth, I'll Meet fou in the Kit¬ 
chen” now available! 90 minutes of music 
on high grade Maxell tape. Only $5 inclu¬ 
ding postage, ^ou won’t regret it, Bruce 
Buckingham,^ 1302 iL Michigan, Urbana , 
Illinois 61801 USA. 


WANTED: Taped versions of XTC 'rarities* 
such as The 3 Wise Men Xmas song, Colin’s 
solo stuff, "Gold", "Toys" and other non¬ 
album tracks and singles not easily found 
in the States. If anyone out there would 
be so kind as to help me out, I*d be for¬ 
ever grateful. All I have to offer in re¬ 
turn would be to tape some of my rarities 
such as Go-plus, Take Away, a couple of 
B-sides or a photo copy of an XTC gig pos¬ 
ter with all of XTC*s autographs (Black 
Sea tour). Interested parties can contact 
me: Marc Gonzalez, 4511 Camel St. Metairie 
Louisiana, 70001 USA. 


WANTED : XTC posters. Best prices paid. 
Peter Kitchen, 64 Argyle St., Darwen, 
Lancashire, England BB3 lEY. 


WANTED :"Love at First Sight" b/w "Beatown’ 
"Roads Girdle the Globe", "This is Pop", 
(Canada VS1124) 7 inch - "Science Frictior 
b/w "She*s So Square"(UK VS188) 7" w/ps.- 
"Traffic Light Rock"(live, UK VR08-10274- 
SHOL 2550, 7" - I will trade other XTC 
disc that I have, live tapes and/or pay 
top dollar. These are must have items. 

Art Noel, Box 913# Havertown, PA. I9083, 
U.S.A. 

WANTED :Desperately seeking for.."Eleven 
Different Animals" book, "Respectable St." 
(VS 407) "Wonderland" (VS4606-pic disk), 
willing to pay, thank you. Midori Tasaka, 
5-27-5 Honcho, Koganei-shi, Tokyo, Japan. 

FOR SALE : Concert posters from cancelled 
XTC concert at the Arlington Theater in 
Santa Barbara, California. They're a fan¬ 
tastic design and very high quality. 

Price: 1/$7.00, 2/$10.00, 3/$13.00. Check 
or money order. Please include shipping 
and handling. Send to: Patrick McCarty, 

507 23rd Ave. San Francisco, CA. 9^121. 

XTC Rarities: Send me your want-lists of 
rare XTC stuff! I am a big XTC fan with a 
collection of more than I50 XTC records 
and I have contacts all over the world. I 
need rare XTC tapes and any kind of mem- 
orabillia, tour programmes & early posters 
Will pay $75 Tor complete collection of 
"The Little Express". I also need some 
more U.S. and Canadian pressings, so offer 
all you can. Please write w/lRC to: Dirk 
Lohmann, Wilhelmsallee 8, D-2304 Laboe, 
West Germany. 

Tanya Boerhave, wherever you are, 
thanks for the MAXIMUM ROCKNROLL. 

If you would like a personal reply, 
please write and tell me where you are. 

Gerry Eng, 1199 Rinfret St., Sudbury, Ont. 
P3A 2N9 Canada. 

Colin, from one Leo to another - Happy 
Birthday - 8-17-86 - Rex Z Groovi. 

A special HY! to some great people through 
out this world, Megan, Shelly, Ragnhild, 
Traci, Hidde, Brenda, Tracy, Debra, Ken, 
Lisa, Tanya, Melinda (Mindy;-Rex Z Groovi. 

DRAGON FAN CLUB . P.O. Box 96, Potts Point 
^61l, N.S.W. Australia. 


live your ears a treat! Write to R. Stevie 
Moore’s Cassette Club, 429 Valley Road, 
Upper Montclair, N.J. 07043 U.S.A. 

BIG YEAH fanzine $1 or will trade for your 
Dublication. Contributions, letters etc. 
welcome! 1019 Hillcrest #1, Dekalb, II. 
60115 USA. (815) 758-7123. 

THE AL STUART CHRONICLES. Write for more 
details c/o David Dasch, 121 Stratford Rd. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 U.S.A. 























